


AARH US UNI VERSI TY

3 OCTOBER 2024 PROFESSOR

DIGITAL CURRICULUM MADS ROSENDAHL THOMSENSCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND CULTURE

WHAT SHOULD EVERY STUDENT 
LEARN ABOUT DIGITAL 
METHODS?



DIGITAL CURRICULUM MADS ROSENDAHL THOMSEN

3 OCTOBER 2024 PROFESSOR
AARH US UNI VERSI TY

SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND CULTURE

AGENDA

• Need to know? Nice to know?

• Comparative literature as an example

• Generative AI as a surprise addition

• Conclusion
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FIELD SPECIFIC CHANGES

• History: Digitalization of sources

• Languages: Translation technologies

• Media studies: New data sources

• Archeology: New tools for collecting data

• Musicology: Production and data

• Art history: Visual analysis

• Each comes with a different kind of necessity
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INGREDIENTS FOR RESEARCH BASED TEACHING
OF DIGITAL HUMANITIES

• Necessity as a driver

• Faculty heroes

• Faculty agreement

• A conversation on the aims of 
discipline

• Different modes of studying

• Balancing knowledge and 
competencies
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COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

• Assisted text analysis

• Authorship attribution

• Literary culture data

• Advanced corpus analysis
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ASSISTED TEXT ANALYSIS: VOYANT

• Graphic user interface

• Simple metrics

• But also advanced functions
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AUTHORSHIP ATTRIBUTION: STYLO

• More complicated: software 
installation, more complicated math
behind the results

• But still fairly easy to use and 
encourage experimentation with own
sources
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LITERARY CULTURE: MULTIPLE SOURCES

• Many more sources for understanding context and 
influence

• Translations, references, social media mentions and 
rating, etc.

• Obvious use in understanding the book market and 
wider literary culture

• Humanists should not be blind for numbers – and they
typically don't want to be that
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ADVANCED CORPUS ANALYSIS

• Import to learn about even if the 
methods cannot be tried out in 
class

• Getting enough understanding to 
be able to critique

• And with generative AI lowering
the bar for engaging in 
computational work, the field is 
changing
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GENERATIVE AI

• From hard to easy

• Too easy?

• New questions?

• Experiments with "impossible" questions

• Most of all a tool
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CONCLUSION

• Field specific and faculty-depended

• Consider return on investment

• But also necessity

• Students are eager for new perspectives

• And backing up ideas with numbers
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